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THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF WRITING: Effective sentences
PARTS OF SPEECH
In your notebook, write definitions for the following and give examples.

noun, countable noun, uncountable noun, verb, action verb, state verb, adjective,
adverb, subject, object, definite article, indefinite article
SENTENCES
A sentence must contain a subject and a verb.
Identify the correct subjects and verbs. Circle the subjects and underline the verbs. Are they
always in the same position?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

He depends on her in times of need.
Watch your step.
Some voted in favour of the motion, others against.
On the battleground, lay the wounded soldier.
The reporter asked how the president voted.
How did the president vote?
Had she known about the problem, she would not have come.
Only by working effectively can you hope to succeed.

A sentence must begin with a capital letter, end with a full stop, question mark or exclamation
point, and express a complete idea.

Which of the following are sentences? Explain.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The river runs through the forest.
Because I like it.
I think.
For example, my university.
I enjoy.
I enjoy learning new things.

7.

After a long winter, when the snow begins to melt
and the first blossoms begin to appear.
8. The longest river in the world.
9. The government has decided to reduce taxes, in spite
of the lack of funds.
10. Engineers, who have an aptitude for drafting and
mechanics.

CLAUSES
A clause is a group of words containing at least one subject and one verb. Clauses are used to
form sentences.
There are two types of clauses:
1) Independent clause: subject + verb expressing a complete thought
e.g. The cost of living is rising.
2) Dependent clause: begins with a subordinator (when, while, if, that, who etc) not a
complete thought, needs an independent clause
e.g. Although the price of oil has decreased.

What kind of clauses are these?
1. she is the prime minister
2. because global warming is an issue
3. whose task it is to fight crime

4. though it is crucial
5. when it was first created
6. the climate is changing
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SENTENCE TYPES
There are four types of sentences:
1) simple sentences: one independent clause
e.g. The economy is getting worse.
2) compound sentences: two independent clauses joined by a coordinator
e.g. The economy is getting worse, and unemployment is rising.
3) complex sentences: a dependent and an independent clause
e.g. Although the price of oil has decreased, the cost of living is rising.
e.g., The company has had to downsize because of the economic crisis.
4) compound-complex sentences: combination of two or more independent clause and one
or more dependent clauses.
e.g. After I got my degree, I had planned to take a year out to travel, but I had to go to work
immediately.

What kind of sentence are these?
1. The writer’s style is effective, and the characters come to life.
2. The number of readers increased last year.
3. Although social networks are popular, we should be careful about what sort of information
we post on them, and avoid including compromising photographs.
4. Although social networks are popular, we should be careful about what sort of information
we post on them.
Underline the dependent clause is the following.
1. When students from other countries come to the US, they often suffer from culture shock.
2. Many students are having financial problems because the cost of education has risen.
3. Albert Einstein, who is recognized as the a genius, was a high school dropout.
4. That professor who you should see is the chair of the English department.
5. Because people are no longer satisfied, there has been a great deal of protest.
6. Last year, the government reported that drug use is increasing.
Now write your own examples of the four types of sentences about the following topic: the
importance of a university degree today
1. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………..………………………
2. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………..………………………
3. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………..………………………
4. …………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………..………………………
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Subordinating expressions are needed to form complex sentences. Here are the most commonly
used subordinators. Study them carefully and be sure you know their meaning. Look in the
dictionary if you’re not sure.
After
As soon as, as
long as
How
Unless
Where
While

Although
Because

As, just as
Before

As if, as though
Even though

If
Until
Wherever
Who

Since
When
Whether

So that
Whenever
Which

Exercise.
1) Underline the dependent clause in each sentence. One sentence has two.
2) Circle the subordinator.
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Now that you know the basic kinds of sentences, you can develop a good writing style. Overuse of
the same type of sentence, whether it be simple or complex, leads to boring writing.
Look at the following example. What problems do you spot. How can it be improved?
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