
Eade 

writing 

 1 

Paragraphs  

The role of Paragraphs in a text  

Skim the article.  What is it about?  How many paragraphs are there?  Skim each paragraph 

again to understand the main idea.  The first sentence is missing.  Can you match these 

sentences a-e with paragraphs 1 -4?  There is one extra sentence.  

a)  _____What is wrong with a lot of food miles? 

b)  _____Traditionally farmers sold their food in the local market, so the food did not have 
to travel very far. 

c)  _____ Nowadays, the food that you buy comes from many different countries. 

d) _____ Tomatoes are less tasty because of food miles. 

e)  _____Some countries have to import most of their food. 

 



Eade 

writing 

 2 

The Paragraph  

A paragraph is a basic unit of organization in writing in which a group of related sentences develops one 
mai n idea.  

Here is an example of a well -structured paragraph  

 

       Gold, a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics.  First of all, 
gold has a lustrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion.  Therefore, it is suitable for 
jewellery, coins and ornamental purposes.  Gold never needs to be polished and 
will remain beautiful forever.  Another important characteristic of gold is its 
usefulness to industry and science.  For example, astronautsô suits include gold-
plated heat shields for protection outside spaceships. In conclusion, gold is 
treasured not only for its beauty, but also for its utility.  

 

I.  A paragraph has three major structural parts:  

1) the topic sentence  states the main idea of the  whole  paragraph.  It also limits the range of  the topic 
to a specific area.  This is called the controlling idea.  

 Underline the topic sentence in the example.  Where is it placed?  

Whatôs the topic? 

 Whatôs the controlling idea? 

2)  supporting sentences  develop the topic sentence, explaining the mai n idea and giving examples, 
reasons, facts, etc.   

 Underline some of the supporting sentences in the example.   

These expressions are used to link the supporting sentences. Explain why each is used.  

First of all,      Therefore,  

Another important character istic of gold is é For example ,  

3)  the concluding sentence  signals the end of the paragraph and leaves the reader with important 
points to remember.   

 Underline the concluding sentence in the example.   What message does it convey?  

II.  Now discuss the structure of this paragraph.  How is it different from the preceding paragraph?  

       One way to protect traditional values and customs is simply to teach people to value their own 
culture.  This does not mean that they have to resist the current movement towards greater 
international trade.  Nor does it mean that they will fail to respect and value other peopleôs cultures.  
On the contrary, it is important to give them the confidence to operate in our global village without 
feeling that their own identity is under threat. 
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